False-normal bone imaging in spinal tuberculosis.
Tc-99m MDP bone imaging in spinal tuberculosis usually shows increased radioactivity at the sites of involvement. Uncommonly, the bone scan can be normal if the infection is low grade, indolent, or severely destructive. Two cases of spinal tuberculosis with normal bone imaging are reported. A normal bone image does not exclude tuberculous spondylitis. If there is clinical suspicion of this disease, further investigations, including tissue specimens, should be obtained.